
Happy  Birthday Rotary 
90 Years Old in Paso Robles



The Idea! 
August 1922

J. R. Wachtel has a desire to form a 
Rotary Club in Paso Robles 

as expressed by Homer Hayward 
A town with a “bunch of 15 - 20 

of the liveliest, wide awake, clean cut  
fellows that I ever saw.”



Big things 
Brewing  
in this 

small town

A population of 
somewhere	



around 2000-4000



The District Governor’s 
response 

• Previous reports have been 
“rather unfavorable”	



• is there an Active Chamber 
of Commerce?’	



• Is there a good meeting 
place?	



• Are there “60 distinctive 
and clean cut 
classifications?



Wachtel 
replies

• “Yes”	



• Enclosed is a list of 
business houses, some 
will be eligible, and some 
will not..



Wachtel gets	


the nod

• October 1923 It takes over 
1 year to be tentatively 
approved.	



• 90,000 current Rotarians - 
men of unquestioned 
honor and integrity.	



• The men you select must 
posses these qualities and 
be able to attend regularly.



Charter 
Granted! 

!

March 151922 











The Budget



Look!





The Good work begins! 
“5 Cross eyed kids.”





Pioneer Day 



The Terrace Hill Hospital	


and	



the Civic Center



The  
Boy Scout  
Charter

Jerry Brush, President	


December 19, 1943



Pioneer Day 
Luncheon 

October 1943



Terrace Hill Hospital 
Transferred from the 
city to the Hospital 

District
Total price:	


$21,280.00	



of this	


Rotarians were responsible for	



$10,400.00	


(49%)





The Silver Anniversary 
at the 

Civic Center.

10 Charter Members	


present at the	



Silver Anniversary	


!

What ever happened to	


that wheel?



Harlow Ford 

25th Anniversary President	


1949



Paso Robles 
First District 

Governor
William “Bill” Claasen	



1950



City Hall 
Dedication 
March 1956
Rotary placed a pictoral	


cartograph in the foyer.	



!
cost: $589.26



The Roasts 
begin

making sure injustice is done,	


outgoing president Grover 
Coburn was found guilty of 

malfeasance, misfeasance, and a 
lot of little feasances.  He was 
acquitted of making his wife 



Meeting  
Places 

!
The Hot Springs Hotel 

The Taylor Hotel 
The Paso Robles Inn 



Don Orcutt
President 1966-1967



A Family Affair

A 3rd Generation 	


President	



!
• Jerry Brush 1925-26	


• R. C. Heaton 1931-32	


• Jerry Brush 1943-44	


• Kirby Brush 1970-71



Kirby Brush
President, 1970-71



Jim Claasen
President 1972-73	



!
Disco fever?



The Golden 
Anniversary

Don Keefer	


President	



1974



Buck 
Butterfield 

!
!

Let’s go Hunting	


President 1974-75



A Roast 
with a 
Burro

Terry Minshull	


President 
1976-77







We move	


to Joshua’s	



1978



Let the 
roastings 
continue

Chief of Police	


Vern Mathison	



is arrested.



Rotary takes 
on the battle

Polio eradication	


begins	



January 1985



Scholarships	


May, 1985	



!



Farewell Jack Sloan



and now the cookoff



Which has raised over $400,000	


for our high school students



Pioneer Day



The Old Timer’s Luncheon



You Make It Happen!



And what has become of that	


seed planted by J. R. Wachtel?



Today - Involvement!
• 110 members!
• Pioneer Day Committee!
• Salvation Army Bell Ringers!
• Member of Chamber of Commerce and Main Street 

Association!
• 4 way test!
• Dictionary Project!
• City Beautification!
• Golf Tournament!
• The Old Timers Luncheon



So where does our money go?!
!

• 4H/FFA, fair animals - $1,800!
• Polio - $2,500 from our dues!
• Pioneer Day $2,500!
• Up with Kids $750!
• Loaves and Fishes $2,000!
• Skills USA $2,500!
• Bearcat Booster Club $250!
• Paul Harris Contributions $10,000!



• RYLA $2,275!
• Interact Club $1,000!
• Cayucos School Arts Program $300!
• Concerts in the Park!
• Courage Homes in India - Matching Grant!
• Healthy Smile dental program in Brazil $5,000!
• Gifts for kids with Medical problems $300!
• Boy Scout Eagle Scout Project $750!
• Paul Texiera Placque in County Courthouse $100!
• Dictionary Project $150!
•  Paso Robles Special needs stude



•Virginia Peterson Accelerated Reading Program $150!
•Philippines Typhoon Relief Project $449!
•San Luis Obispo Food Bank $400 !
•Thanksgiving for Paso Robles $100!
•Ride Two Recovery for Bob Mullins $369!
•Ag Tour Bus Sponsor $500!
•Scholarships $36,000!



Give Yourself a Hand!


